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which the proceeding or investigation
is or has been pending;

(4) Whether the former officer or em-
ployee worked directly or in close asso-
ciation with the Office of Interstate
Land Sales Registration personnel as-
signed to the proceeding or investiga-
tion;

(5) Whether during service with the
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment the former officer or em-
ployee was engaged in any matter con-
cerning the individual, company or in-
dustry in the proceeding or investiga-
tion.

(c) The requested authorization will
not be given in any case:

(1) Where it appears that the former
officer or employee during service with
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development participated personally
and substantially in the proceeding or
investigation, or

(2) Where the application is filed
within one (1) year after termination of
the former officer’s or employee’s serv-
ice with the Department of Housing
and Urban Development and it appears
that within a period of one (1) year
prior to the termination of service the
proceeding or investigation was within
the official responsibility of the former
officer or employee.
In other cases, authorization will be
given where the Secretary is satisfied
that the appearance or participation
will not involve any actual conflict of
interest or impropriety thereof.

(d) In any case in which a former offi-
cer or employee of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development is
prohibited under this section from ap-
pearing or participating in a pro-
ceeding or investigation, any partner
or legal or business associate of such
former officer or employee shall like-
wise be so prohibited unless:

(1) Such partner or legal or business
associate files with the Secretary an
affidavit that in connection with the
matter the services of the disqualified
former officer or employee will not be
utilized in any respect and the matter
will not be discussed with the former
officer or employee in any manner, and
that the disqualified former officer or
employee shall not share, directly or
indirectly, in any fees or retainers re-
ceived for services rendered in connec-

tion with such proceeding or investiga-
tion;

(2) The disqualified former officer or
employee files an affidavit agreeing
not to participate in the matter in any
manner, and not to discuss it with any
person involved in the matter; and

(3) Upon the basis of such affidavits,
the Secretary determines that the ap-
pearance or participation by the part-
ner or associate would not involve any
actual conflict of interest or impro-
priety thereof.

§ 1720.135 Standards of practice.

(a) Attorneys shall conform to the
standards of professional and ethical
conduct required by practitioners in
the courts of the United States and by
the bars of which the attorneys are
members.

(b) The privilege of appearing or
practicing may be denied, temporarily
or permanently, to any person who is
found after notice and opportunity for
hearing which at the person’s request
or in the discretion of the Secretary
may be private, and for presentation of
oral argument in the matter:

(1) Not to possess the requisite quali-
fications to represent others, or

(2) To be lacking in character or in-
tegrity, or

(3) To have engaged in unethical or
improper professional conduct.

(c) Contemptuous conduct at any
hearing shall be grounds for summary
exclusion from said hearing for the du-
ration of the hearing.

§ 1720.140 Administrative law judge,
powers and duties.

(a) Hearings in adjudicative pro-
ceedings shall be presided over by a
duly qualified administrative law judge
who shall be designated by the Sec-
retary in a notice to the parties in the
proceeding.

(b) Administrative law judges shall
have the duty to conduct fair and im-
partial hearings, to take all necessary
action to avoid delay in the disposition
of proceedings and to maintain order.
They shall have all powers necessary to
those ends including all powers granted
under 5 U.S.C. 556(c), and also power in-
cluding but not limited to the fol-
lowing:
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